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IS IT CHRISTMAS WITHOUT
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story by FAYE RIVKIN
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e A It's Christmas Eve and the only light in the

Ll room is the glow from the Christmas tree

i in the corner. What comes to mind
when you think of Christmas trees

from years past? One particular
ornament? Or does a tree
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today’s ornaments—anything goes

Today, anything goes when it comes to ornaments
and the trees they're on. The thing they have
in common is that they all have signifi-
cance for the individuals who place them

on their trees.

Apparently Carolyn Soper has enough
Christmas ornaments to decorate her entire
block. On Christmas Eve, she and her husband David
—MidAltantic Farm Credit (MAFC) customers and
owners of a Christmas tree farm in Mt. Airy, Maryland
(profiled in an earlier issue of the Leader, Volume 12, Issue
4) —select from their abundant supply to decorale their
tree with ornaments they've had for generations, many made
by Carolyn’s now 92-year old mother-in-law in the 1950s and
1960s. “It's a family tree,” she says, a tree covered with orna-
ments that hold special memories. Her favorite ornament is
a simple white and silver Christmas ball from the tree she and
David had in 1961, the first year they were married. “It's very
special to me,” she says, “and every year | worry about it.”

Some families find themselves with a collection of a certain
type of ornament, and as a result, they keep the decoration of
their tree Lo one theme. Jackie Kennedy brought this idea of a
themed Christmas tree to the White House in 1961, using ideas
from the Nutcracker Suite ballet by Tchaikovsky to create her
nutcracker tree. Today, the current First Lady selects a theme
and invites American artists to create it.

Members of the MAFC family have brought the concept
of themed trees into some of the MAFC offices. Every year
Charmayne Busker, area manager for MAFC in the Delmarva
Region, creates a farm-related tree in MAFC's Denton,
Maryland office.

Charmayne began the tradition in 1997 while at the MAFC
Georgetown, Delaware office. When she moved to the Denton
office in 2001, the tradition came with her—for a time she
decorated trees in both locations. With help from her family,
Charmayne decorates the tree the weekend after Thanksgiving,
with everything from cows, pigs, chickens, and red and green
tractors, and finishes it with strings of chicken lights. Originally
the tree was covered mainly with cows, “but I got some grief for
that” she says with a smile, “so I expanded to represent all the

commodities”

served by MAFC.

She says she is

one of those people who

“may be a little Christmas crazy,” and she
enjoys sharing her cheer with others.

Have you ever heard of a Halloween Lree?
Linda Moore, MAFC director from Maryland's
eastern shore, has a unique way of decorating for
Halloween, trimming a four-foot tree in her home with witches,
ghosts, and strings of purple lights, topped with a black witches
hat. "I love Halloween and | love Christmas, and I'm a collector
of fun, unusual items,” she says; this tree let's her pull all of that
together, Her Halloween tree comes down around November
first, replaced by a Christmas tree adorned with many of her
favorite ornaments, from her Snowbabies and Annalee Doll
ornament collections, to glass ornaments bought on trips taken
in years past. Others may buy jewelry or a t-shirt to remember a
trip, but Linda buys ornaments; “That's my souvenir,” she says.

No matter the ornament, or the history behind it, ornaments
make every tree magical and come to life. Be sure to turn
off the lights and enjoy the memory you and your family will
create this year. |

A guide to .
ornament symbolism:

* Fruit and vegetable shapes symbolize the
harvest

* Birds represent love and peace and are
symbols for good luck and good fortune

* Pickles signify luck

* Fish shapes are an early Christian symbol for Jesus

* Reflectors ornaments (ornaments with geometric
concave indentations) were often called witches
eyes and were placed on the Christmas tree to fend
off evil spirits

* Star shapes represent the Star of Bethlehem
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